
 

 

 

Small Talk 

BRING YOUR DANCING SHOES! 
 

IT’S TIME TO PARTY! 

 
 

 

Note from the Vice ChairsñSusie OõDonnell and Emily Kelton 
 
Our Winter Celebration and Potluck is less than one month away! It 
will be held on Friday,  December 4 from 6:00 pm ð  
8:00 pm , in the preschool gym.  This event is for the whole family. 
Entertainment will start at 7:00 pm and will be provided by Inventor 
dad Steve Lohrentzôs band Orkestar Zirkonium.  Bring plates and 
utensils if you like, but these will be provided.  Please bring a dish 
to share, and put on your dancing shoes!  

 

 
Friday, December 4 from 6:00-8:00 PM in the gym 

Winter Celebration and Potluck 
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Yummy Yummy Yummy 
 

Rolo Cookies òMillion-Dollar 

Carmel Cookiesó 

Submitted by Marley Banker  

 

Makes 4 dozen  

Ingredients  

1 C butter, softened  

1 C white sugar, plus 1 Tbs  

1 C packed light -brown sugar  

2 eggs 

2 tsp. vanilla  

2 ½ C flour, plus ¼ cup  

¾ C cocoa 

1 tsp. baking soda  

2 Heath candy bars  

1 bag Rolo chewy caramels 

 

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F. In 

a medium bowl, beat butter, 

sugars until fluffy, then add 

eggs and vanilla and beat well.  

 

2. In a separate bowl, mix 2 ½ 

cups of flour, cocoa, and baking 

soda. Add flour mixture to  sugar 

mixture a little at a time and 

blend well. If the dough feels 

too sticky, sprinkle in extra 

flour. Cover and chill for about 

30 minutes.  

 

3. Chop Heath bars into small 

pieces. Place in a small bowl and 

toss with 1 Tbs. sugar.  

 

4. Once dough has chilled, wrap 

a piece around each caramel 

forming a 1 - inch ball and 

covering candy completely. Dip 

top of dough ball into candy 

topping and place on parchment -

lined baking sheet.  

 

5. Bake 7-10 minutes. Cookies 

will look quite soft, but do not 

overbake. Cool in pan slightly, 

then move to baking rack or the 

counter to finish cooling. Store 

in a covered container.  

 

  

By Rona Sass 
Auction Coordinator  
 
The silent auction at this yearõs 
Shoreline Co-op Preschool carnival 
was a real triumph. With hard work by 
Team Auction and all of you, we 
raised $4,500! The auction featured 
140 items, including de licious 
homemade ice cream (mmmésalted 
butter caramel), a Seahawks signed 
football, childrenõs books, cooking 
classes, wine tastings, and Tae Kwon 
Do Birthday parties. But the biggest 
donation goes to our own Emily 
Kelton, for donating her photography.  
 
This year saw fewer items donated 
from businesses in our community 
because of the recession, but more 
items came in from you and our 
extended SCP family to pick up the 
slack. Thanks to all of you who 
donated your goods and services, bid 
on items, o r brought friends, 
relatives, and  neighbors to bid on  
items.  

Team Auction Rocks! 
 

By Tracy Henry 
Carnival Coordinator 
 
I want to thank everyone for all their 
hard work in helping pull off another 
successful Carnival. Despite the heavy 
rain, everyone came to help set -up 
the night before. It is always amazing 
to see the gym transformed into a 
festive Halloween carnival in such a 
short time.  
 
The sun managed to make an 
appearance on Saturday for our 
carnival and we had a great 
attendance with lots of kids coming 
and bringing their parents to play 
some games and have their pictures 
taken on th e ponies. Everyone seemed 
to be enjoying themselves and having 
a great time.  
 
Thanks to everyone who stuck around 
for the clean -up, it goes fast with a 
lot of help. At one time I looked up  

Carnival Fun 
 

Fundraising Success 

 
 
The class baskets were creative and 
awesome! The Discoverer's basket went 
for $75. The Imagineer's basket went for 
$95, and the Inventor's basket went for 
$81. Way to go!  
 
Setup and teardown was quick and 
smooth, thanks to all the hard work by 
Team Auction and several unbeatable 
volunteers. Thanks to those who helped 
set up the tables, hang the super heavy 
sign, and set out the  displays and items 
on Friday night.  
 
Overall,  this was a terrific fundraiser.  I 
am very grateful for everyoneõs help 
before, during, and after the auction. 
When we pull together, we can achie ve 
anything!  
 
I especially want to thank Team 
Auction; Janet, Susan, Kelly, Lisa, and 
Evan. Your hard work organizing and 
preparing, and using your eagle eyes to 
double-check everything, were crucial 
to our success. You guys totally rock!   

 

 
 
from what I was doing and was amazed 
at how fast everything cam e down and 
was ready to be transported back to the 
containers.  
 
Now that the Carnival is over, you can 
sit back and relax knowing that our 
fundraising for the year is over. The 
money we raised will help pay for our 
field trips, supplies and extra expenses.  
I would love to hear your comments 
about what you liked or did not like 
about the Carnival, or suggestions on 
how we can improve it. If you have not 
done so already, please fill out a survey 

form.   
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Birthday Wishes  
 

          

 
Discoverers  

 

Henry   9/26  

Emma  10/16  

Isabella  10/29  

Ruby  11/16 

Allison   12/03  

 

Imagineers  

 

Vaden  9/14  

 

Inventors  

 

Milan  9/16  

Levi  11/25  

Samuel  10/26  

Trenton  12/2  

Aaron  12/9  
 

 

By Tina Adams 
Chair 
 
I canõt believe fall is in full force.  We had another  
successful carnival thanks to all the dedicated  
wonderful parents, board members and awesome  
teacher we have at Shoreline Coop Preschool.  
Here are some upcoming dates to put on your calendar:  
 
November 10th ðParent Meeting (Judy Derpack ð Creating Traditions with your 
Family) 
November 11th -Veterans Day (no school) 
November 25th-27thñThanksgiving break (no school) 
December 4th ðWinter Celebration & Potluck in Gym ð 6:00-8:00 pm 
December 21st ðJanuary 1st ð Winter break  
January 18th ðMartin Luther King Day (no school) 
January 19th ðParent Meeting (Gary Benton ð Couples and Communication Talk) 
 
The holidays are soon approaching and the cold days and nights are here for awhile, 

so take a deep breat h and enjoy this time with your kids.   

By Emily Kelton 
Raffle coordinator  
 
Thanks everyone for getting out and 
selling those raffle tickets! We sold 
$2,653 worth of raffle tickets! Kelly 
Szabo, from the Inventors class , sold the 
most raffle tickets and won a monthõs 
free tuition! Congrats Kelly!   Rhonda 
Bachler, from the Imagineers class, sold 
the second most tickets and won lunch 
with Teacher Patty! Kelly Sza bo also 
sold the winning Adult t icket and Lucy 
(Lufeng) Zhuang sold the winning Child 
t icket! They will be receiving gift 
certificates to Third Place Books.  

 

 
Mark Your Calendars 
 

And the Winners Areé 
 

Room to Grow 
 By Jennifer Dunn 

 
Weõre holding steady with about the same number of families registered at 
SCP as when we started the year, with one exception: w eõve added parents 
Melanie and Bret Banfield, and student Claire , to the Imagineers class, 
bringing that class up to 12 children. We still have several openings in this 
class for 3-4 year olds. We also have openings in our Pre-K class, the 
Inventors. The Discoverers class is full. We are hap py to schedule visits for 
anyone interested in the preschool. If you know someone who is interested, 
have them call me at 206-440-0347 or send an email to 
jendunn1@comcast.net.  

 

mailto:jendunn1@comcast.net


 

 

Dear Parents, 

Play has been a topic on my mind lately and I found a 
good article from Rae Pica  to remind us of the 
importance of open -ended and child directed play.   
There are so many things to be learned from play as 
the following article talks about and I encourage you 
to read it.   We all lead very busy lives and need a 
reminder of why play is so  important.  

Fondly, 

Patty 

The Value of Play   

Why Kids Just Need to Be Kids   
By Rae Pica  

 

Isnõt it ironic that a country whose constitution allows 
for the pursuit of happiness now feels a collective 
guilt about the very idea of anything fun? How did this 
happen? When did we begin placing so much priority 
on productivity and so little on leisure  or on having a 
good time? Even given the Puritan work ethic, life in 
America has become so unbalanced that one side of 
the seesaw is pretty much grounded.  

But why must we insist that our children, who by their 
very nature are playful, share these particu lar values? 
Why are we so anxious for our children to òact like 
adultsó?  

But wait, you may be thinking, kids play plenty these 
days. They play T-ball, soccer, even tennis.  

Yes, these are forms of play. But the true definition 
of the word, as it applies t o children, is that it be 
child -directed, open -ended and intrinsically 
motivated. It also focuses more on the process than 
the product, which cannot technically be said about 
T-ball, soccer or tennis, where homeruns, goals and 
points are typically the focus.  

However, if we really must have òproductó ð that is, 
results ð from our childrenõs activities, play has plenty 
of that to offer, too. For one thing, many experts 
believe the adult personality is built upon the childõs 
play. According to Playing for Keeps, a national not -
for -profit organization whose mission is to foster a 
climate of constructive play through public education, 
collaboration and action, all of the skills children 

need to develop into functioning, productive adul ts 
originate from play. These skills include literacy, 
mathematical reasoning, creativity and social skills. 
Among the social skills learned, the experts tell us, 
is the ability to share, cooperate, negotiate, 
compromise, make and revise rules, and take th e 
perspective of others.  

Surely we can see the value in such benefits ð that 
these abilities will serve our children better than 
the ability to name the statesõ capitals! But if 
thatõs not enough benefit derived, Joan Isenberg 
and Mary Renck Jalongo, authors of Creative 
Expression and Play in the Early Childhood 
Curriculum (Prentice Hall, 2000), argue that play 
does the following:  

¶ Enables children to explore their world  

¶ Develops cultural understandings  

¶ Helps children express their thoughts and 
feelings  

¶ Provides opportunities to meet and solve 
problems 

 

Additionally, play enables children to deal with 
stress and to cope with fears they canõt yet 
understand or express. Todayõs young children are 
exposed to so much so early and must cope with 
much more stress than their predecessors ever did. 
Play gives them a necessary emotional release and 
helps them make sense of everything theyõre 
experiencing. And as Playing for Keeps points out, 
when young children act out emotion -laden scenes 
in their play, such as reassuring a doll that mommy 
will return, they learn to cope with fears and gain 
the self -control that will bring them to the next 
state of development.  

Todayõs young children are controlled by the 
òexpectations, whims and rules of adults,ó says 
master teacher Sheila Flaxman, writing in 
Education Week. òPlay is the only time they can 
take control of their world,ó she writes. òThe 
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òThe Value of Playó 

http://www.playingforkeeps.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/013087308X/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/013087308X/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/013087308X/pregnancytoday
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almost daily media reports of out-of-control young 
people should be our warning that something is amiss 
in early childhood.ó Indeed, retired psychiatrist 
Stuart Brown, founder of the Institute for Play in 
Carmel Valley, Calif., was quoted in Time Magazine 
as saying that òplay deprivationó can lead to 
òdepression, hostility and the loss of the things that 
make us human beings.ó  

For a great many contemporary adult human beings, 
òbalanceó is a word that has come to symbolize 
something out of reach ð something desired but 
elusive, as we work long hours, tend to families and 
spend what little free time we have as productively  
as possible. What used to be considered leisure time 
(remember lazy Sunday afternoons?) must now be 
filled . It doesnõt matter whether itõs with 
òrecreation,ó chores of one kind or another or 
shuttling the children here and there, just so long as 
we can say we didnõt waste it. òWhat did you do this 
weekend?ó has become a question to be reckoned 
with on Monday mornings. It demands a smart 
answer, just as surely as did our eighth grade algebra 
teacher.  

 

If youõre an adult whoõs been giving balance some 
consideration ð whoõs tired of the treadmill ð perhaps 
you find yourself looking back fondly on what now 
seems to be an idyllic childhood, back to the days 
when time stretch ed endlessly before you. Back 
when there were few demands on that time. And, 
except for summers, weekends and days when the 
darkness fell too early, there always seemed to be 
plenty of it.  

Shouldnõt todayõs children have similar memories to 
cling to when they become busy adults? Letõs make 
sure they have quiet moments of solitude ð child -
initiated and directed activity ð a break from the 
relentless competition so prevalent in society. Letõs 
make sure they have a chance to play!  

Email & the SCP Web-site 
By Jennifer Dunn 
 
If you need to send an email to SCP members to 
find a substitute or to share information about a 
field trip, youõll want to use the most current email 
addresses available. Youõll find them on our web-
site in the class roster. Always use the class roster 
to find the current class or school list because our 
membership changes occasionally, email addresses 
change, and spouses opt out of receiving messages. 
After you log in, click on òRoster: Classó and you 
can email an individual, your whole class, the 
whole school, or just the Board members, with a 
few clicks.  
 
Email an individual  by clicking on their email 
address on the roster. To email a class, make sure 
the correct class is selected in the drop -down box 
at the top, then click on òEmail entire class.ó To 

email all members of the school , click on the box 
next to òShow all class rosters for the current school 
year,ó then click on òEmail entire class.ó  To email 
everyone on the Board, click on the box nex t to 
òShow all class rosters for the current school year,ó 
then click on òEmail Board Members in this class.ó   
 
After you type your message and click on òSend email 
now,ó a note will come up saying òYour email is 
being processed! Please waitéó A message will also 
come up to let you know when your email has been 
sent. Note that there is a new feature that lets you 
attach files to emails sent from our web -site.   
We rely on emails to connect with each other at the 
preschool, so if you have any questions about how to 
use this feature, please let me know. Also, if the 
non-primary parent in your household wants to have 
their email address removed from our roster (so they 
wonõt receive SCP emails anymore), notify me at 
jendunn1@comcast.net.  

 

 
 

SCP Web Review 

 

mailto:jendunn1@comcast.net


 

 

In Their Words  

 

My favorite thing about 

preschoolé 

 

òTeacher Patty,ó Ruby-

Discoverer  

 

òTeacher Patty and my 

friends,ó Milan-Inventor  

 

Tyler (Discoverer) doesn't 

like to leave preschool.   He 

"wants to stay at preschool 

all day."   He didn't believe 

me when I told him that 

preschool closes after we 

leave, and that we c an't stay 

all day.   

 

òI like all of preschool!ó Evan, 

Imagineer  

 

òI like climbing,ó Ivy, 

Imagineer  

 

òThanks, Mom (Kendy), for 

coming back!ó Henry, 

Discoverer  

 

"Play time -circle time -snack 

time -playground-Teacher 

Paaaaatty,ó Charlie, 

Discoverer  

 

"Playing on the little scooters 

in the gym, and playing with 

Ava,ó Sean, Inventor  

 

Dre  (Imagineer) says he likes 

òmaking signs, leaf blower , 

Teacher Patty,  and power 

drills ,ó Not sure how the 

tools fit in, but i know it 

means big props for Patty to 

be sandwiched in between 

them!  
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By Susan Miskovsky 
Class Coordinator 
 
Hello Discoverers!  We have been 
together now for just 2 months ñ8 
short weeksñand the changes are 
remarkable.   
 
The kids come right in and get to 
workñno more òdeer in the 
headlightsó!  Mommies and daddies 
are leaving their little ones, and 
theyõre doing great (parents AND 
kids).  Personalities are asserting 
themselves. Kiddos are participating 
in circle time ñleaving laps and 
returning triumphantly. Snack is 
tucked into with gusto.  
Relationships are being formed, 
between both kids and parents. And 
diapers are being left at home.  

 
Itõs been so amazing to watch and 
experience this growth and change in 
just the short time weõve been 
together.  My first time through SCP 
with my boy I was so overwhelmed 
with being the mother of tw o that this 
metamorphosis was lost on me.  What 
a wonderful gift to experience it 
again.   
 
I look forward to the coming months 
and growing up together.  

 

Discoverers 
 

 

Class Updates 
 

Imagineers 
 By Sara Lorimer 

Class Coordinator 
 
The Imagineers are a small group this 
year, but with the energy of a class 
twice its size! Itõs exciting and lively, 
and often hilarious to watch. The 
climbing room is getting a real 
workout, as is the gym.  
 
In quieter moments the kids (and 
perhaps more slowly, the parents) 
have gotten into the swing of small 
group time. Itõs interesting to see 
dynamics at the different tables: 
some groups like puzzles and 
mechanical toys, while others are 
into arts and crafts .  
 
Itõs impossible to predict what will 
be popular any given day. One recent 
morning saw the class ignoring the 
paint table ð shocking! ð while most 
of the class clustered aro und the 
play dough, making food to put in 
the toy microwave. Patty somehow 
managed to keep them all taking 
turns while they waited for their 
creations to be òdone.ó 

 
Field trips  have been good. Most 
recently, we met at the Fire Safety 
Center. In October we  picked up our 
pumpkins after an excursion to the 
Farm (a corn maze and tractor 
ride!), and at Tilth , they got to dig 
into a big pile of compost to hunt 
for worms, then helped spread good 
soil over a new garden spot.  
 
And the parents: our gift basket  for 
the auction was a great success. 
Emily arranged our chocolate and 
wine (plus a few other treats) into a 
beautiful display that went for 
almost $100. Weõre slowly  making 
plans for a Parents Night Out, but it 
will happen!  
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Stuffed Acorn Squash 

(perfect for Fall!)  
Submitted by Melissa Liu 
 
ingredients:  
1 acorn squash (for 2 people)  
1 fuji apple  
1 celery stalk  
1/2 onion  
2 cups of cooked  brown rice  
handful of grated Parmesan 
cheese 
handful of dried fruit  (like 
cranberries, etc.)  
handful of toasted nuts (like pine 
nuts or walnuts)  
3 TBSP of butter 
1/2 TBSP of brown sugar 
pinch of cinnamon  
1 teaspoon of fresh diced sage (or 
more to taste)  
 
Directions:  
1. Preheat the oven to 425  
2. Cook the brown rice according 
to your rice cooker  or package 
directions  
3. Half the squash, de -seed and 
make enough space inside to stuff 
filling  
4. Put squash face side down in a 
9 1/2x11 baking dish filled half 
way with boiling water . Cover 
with foil and coo k for 30 minutes  
5. While that is in the oven, dice 
the celery, onion and apple in 
equal sizes 
6. Saute 2TBSP of butter with the 
apple, cinnamon, brown sugar and 
dried fruit  for about 8 -10 minutes 
until the apple is soft. Remove 
from heat and cover.  
7. Saute 1 TBSP of butter with 
celery and onion for about  
5 minutes. Add salt, pepper and 
sage to taste. (Don't overcook the 
celery or else it will lose the 
crunch!) Remove from heat.  
8. Toast nuts until golden brown. 
Remove from heat.  
9. Toss cooked brown rice with 
fruit and veggies. Add cheese, salt 
and pepper to taste.  
10.When the squash is done (soft 
with a fork), pour water out of 
the baking dish. Add a sprinkle of 
salt to the inside of the squash 
and stuff with rice mix.  
11. Turn your oven to Low Broil to 
toast the top until is golden brown 
and crispy. Remove and put into a 
bowl the same size.  
12. Top with Parmesan cheese 
and toasted nuts.  
13. Serve with a side salad, if you 
choose. 
 

 

Hi!  My name is Chewbacca (Chewey for 
short), and I am a female Chaco Golden-
Knee Tarantula (Grammostola 
aureostriata).  I am 6 years old and if I 
am cared for properly, I may live to be 
20 years or older (WOW!).  I was 
hatched in captivity, here in the Un ited 
States, but my furry Chaco relatives live 
in underground burrows in South 
America. 
 
Tarantulas, like all spiders, are an 
integral part of our ecosystem, as we 
prey mostly on insects.  This helps to 
keep the insect population in check and 
prevent popul ation explosions that can 
threaten the delicate balance in nature.  
Here in captivity, I am fed mostly large 
crickets.  
 
Periodically, I lie on my back and shed 
my entire skin (exoskeleton), leaving 
behind an intact empty shell that looks 
exactly like me!  This is how I grow 
larger.  I am most active at night and 
often spend time resting in my log -cave 
during the day.  I drink water from the 
small bowl in the corner of my cage, and 
the rock inside the bowl provides an exit 
ramp in case one of my crickets fa lls in.  

The hair (setae) that covers my body 
picks up tiny vibrations from sounds and 
movement around me.  Since my 
eyesight is not that great, I rely heavily 
on these hairs and my keen sense of 
smell to sense the world around me.  As 
such, I would appreci ate it if you would 
refrain from tapping on my cage.  
 
Over the last six years, I have grown 
from a tiny spiderling, much smaller 
than this, to my current impressive 
size, and was recently adopted by the 
family of Discoverer Zoë Good-Brummer 
in late Septemb er 2009.  I am excited 
to visit all of you here at Shoreline 
Cooperative Preschool and hope I can 
help foster an appreciation for the 
fascinating world of spiders.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to 
contact my caregiver, Lisa Good -

Brummer at 206-719-2545.    

 

Scientifically Speaking, Grammostola Aureostriataé 

Stock it to ôem!  

Great gift or stocking stuffer ideas! 

Kids 
silly putty  or mini playdoh  
yo yo 
matchbox cars 
playmobile guys 
scholastic book order paperbacks 
art supplies (like crayon rocks)  
fancy soap or bubble bath  
mini sticker books  
wind up toys  
wikki sticks  
chopsticks like preschool!  
character toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
and bandaids 
chapstick, especially flavored  
hairclips, bows, and headbands 
bubbles 
a new ornament with their name on it 
to live with them forever  

           Adults  
spatulas or other kitchen gadgets  
gum and mints 
ornaments 
gift cards of course  
a stack of homemade coupons to get 
out of chores or ask for special time 
with Mom or Dad (ferry trip, etc. ) 
a favorite sweet or candy that they 
don't get any other time  
a reusable stainless steel or BpA 
free water bottle  
toiletries that are a splurge i.e. 
body shop lip gloss 
new music or books on tape/cd  
gloves and socks 
chocolate and truffles  
special coffees/ teas/hot chocolate  
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to those businesses and individuals who donated $150 or  
more to the Shoreline Cooperative Preschool Auction. We appreciate your support!  
 

Dream Masterõs Construction 
Seattle Tae Kwon Do 

Patty Cheng 
Lake City Florist  

Emily A Kelton Photography 
Laurel Gifts  

American Dance Institute  
The 5th Avenue Theatre 

Kumon Math & Reading Center of Shoreline 
Seattle Seahawks 

Seattle Mariners Baseball Club 
Ken Ballenger 

Woodsport Winery 
Disco Dog Ranch 
Color Me Mine 

 

Also, a big THANK YOU to  

Cash & Carry 
Central Market  

Costco 
Fred Meyer 

QFC 
Safeway 

Ballinger Thriftway  
Top Food & Drug 

Wal-Mart 
 

For donating food to the food booth!  
 
Andé 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to all our members for putting on such a fun and successful 
carnival this year.   Our fearless leaders, Tracy Henry and Rona Sass and their 
families, along with your Board members, helped keep us organized and worked hard 
to put on a wonderful community event and great fundraiser for us.   We can be 
proud of a job well done!  
 
 
 

          
 
 

                  
 

                                                  

Special Thanks 

 
Small Talk Newsletter is a 
quarterly Publication of 
Shoreline Cooperative 
Preschool.  SCP is a non-profit 
organization and supportive 
community where parents and 
children grow together.  
Comments, questions and 
contributions should be sent by 
email to 
scpsmalltalk@hotmail.com  To 
learn more about shoreline Co -
op Preschool, call 206.362.3257 
or visit our website at 
http://www.shorelinecooperati
vepreschool.org  
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